
What does it mean?

In Ohio, “sealing your criminal record” means that all of the documents and records of your criminal charges are no longer 
available for the pubic to see. The record still exists, but most people cannot view it. In most cases, the court cannot tell people 
that the record exists. 

Why should I seal my record? 

If unsealed, your criminal record can be seen by potential employers and landlords when you apply for a job or to rent a home 
or apartment. It can also be seen by licensing officials when you apply for certain licenses. Although there are some exceptions 
for certain jobs and certain licenses, in most cases, once your record is sealed you have the legal right to deny ever being 
convicted of a crime. 

What do I need to know to seal my record?

To seal your record, you must know what type of record you want to seal. Different rules may apply to different types of 
records. You need to know whether you need to seal a conviction, or a finding of not guilty, or a dismissal, or something else. 
Sometimes charges are “dropped”, but the “charge” may still be on your record. You should go to the Clerk’s office of the Court 
where the criminal case was filed. You will need to search the records in that office to figure out what type of record you want 
to seal. If you cannot find what you are looking for, ask the clerk for help. Some court records are available online. 

How do I know if I am eligible to seal my record?

In order to be eligible to seal your record, the most you can have is:

 » Two (2) misdemeanor convictions; OR
 » One (1) misdemeanor conviction and One (1) felony conviction.

When you are “counting” the number of convictions you have, keep in mind that:

 » Two or more convictions based on the same criminal incident will be treated like “one” conviction when you ask to 
seal your record;

 » Two or more convictions from the same court proceeding for related criminal acts committed within three months 
of each other may be treated like “one” conviction when you ask to seal your record.

Certain convictions can never be sealed. The offenses that can never be sealed include: 
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 » Any first or second degree felony;
 » Any conviction with a mandatory prison term; 
 » Any conviction involving a firearm; 
 » Any first degree misdemeanor or felony where the 

victim was under 18 years old (except for non-
support of dependents);

 » Most offenses of violence;
 » Most sexual offenses;
 » Certain automobile-related offenses;
 » Traffic offenses and driver’s license violations. 

SEALING YOUR ADULT CRIMINAL RECORD



With very few exceptions, if you have more than the number of convictions listed or you have been convicted of a prohibited 
offense, you will not be able to seal your record. You must not have any pending criminal charges. 

When may I apply to seal my record?

You may apply one year after a misdemeanor case is closed and three years after a felony case is closed. This includes 
probation, parole and restitution. 
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